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ALos Angeles County Supe-
. rior Court jury on Wednesday

awarded $3.6 million to a Los: -

Angeles pohce officer who'said

he was ‘démoted -andisuffered .
retahatlon when ‘he stood up .
for. ‘a. sexually harassed col-_'

marked the second mult1m11

lion-dollar Jury verdlct ‘n the:
last three ‘months.. resultmg'
from retahatron claJms In Sep- .

tember, - - jury .. awarded
$31mﬂhon to.a Los Angeles
Police Department officer who
said he was penalized for re-
porting a supenor s'racial epi-
thets’ and. possrble ernbezzle—
- nent. Addjtlonally, the City
Councrl is scheduled ‘to"vote

" next Week on yet another large’

payout to settle the case of Pa-
tricia Fu]ler the, female ofﬁcer
whom Bender. said he sup-
ported A person close to the

" [See LAPD Pa{;,e B5]
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* matter said the.figure was in

the millions of dollars. .~ .

- “There is a hlstory of this
type of s1tuat10n, Where we’re
losing -millions of ddllars 'in

‘these hard economic times,”

said Los Angeles.City Council-
man Denhis - Zine, a former

.LAPD sergeant and member of
the " council’s - Pubhc Safety :

Committee.

. - Zine said the verdlcts were. -
‘an mdlcatlon that ‘there were"
- gapsin. mvest1gat10ns by the
";department’

professronal
standards bureau and internal

affairs. He called for the Police
‘Comimission’s  civilian” watch-
“dog'to mvestlgate tHe problem.
- “How doés this happen ifit’s

a]l done properly?” hesaid, .

Bender who'lost nearly half
of 'his pay after the demotion
and had to refifiance his house

" to keep afloat, was in tears after

the jury returned the verdict,
McN1cholas said. The jury’s
unanimous decision came after
three hours of deliberations.
."Atforneys for the city ar-

. "guedl that Bender was disci-

plinéd because he improperly
stored dangerous equipment

" containing explosives used to

train the departmernt’s bomb-
detecting dogs. Bendér was
also msubordlnate and had
problems getting along with
others in the unit, the attor-
neys contended.. . :

latimes.com
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© “Obviously the city i§ disap-
pointed with the verdict, and
we're 'looking at avenues to"
challenge. it both in the trial
court and on appeal,” Députy
City Atty. Daniel Aguilera said.
Bender, a 21-year veteran of
‘the . department was ostra-
cized and threatened ‘with de-
mot1on when he complained to
supervmors about Fuller being
excluded from training, and
participated in internal investi-
gations into her sexual harass-
‘ment clalms acoordmg to his
suit. -
‘Fuller, the only female ca--
nine handler in the small elite
squad at the time, was the tar-
get of crude jokes, hlS su1t al:
leged. _ .

. In 20086, Bender was, re-
moved from the K-9 unit, de-
moted and’ ass1gned to.a-desk
job, aceording to court papers
‘Bendér said he* Was ass1gned to
- a division that wasa. four hou.r
“commuite- from his’ home — a
pumshrnent knowi™ in- the
LAPD as “freeway therapy.”

< Claims of : -retaliation' by
LAPD offiéérs -who; said they
were pumshed for 1eport1ng
nusconduct by thieir supervi-
" sors have been costly for the
crty in recent years
, - Last, .year, a Jury awarded
more than $1 millionhtoa detec-
-« tive who said she was demoted
after she complained that hér
former boss ‘promoted female
- employees in éxchange for sex-
~ual favors, and paid a $650,000
" settlement. to - a ‘paolice: com-
"mander who alleged' that he
was denied promotion after he -
clashed repeatedly with former
Chlef Bernard C Parks

Kun isa Tnnes staff writer.
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